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The Jerusalem Fund 

The Jerusalem Fund for Education and Community Development 

The Jerusalem Fund for Education and Community Development was established in 1977 as an 
independent, registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit. It aims to foster greater awareness about Palestine, 
in the United States and abroad, and to ameliorate the lives of Palestinians in Palestine and the 
diaspora. The Fund accomplishes these goals through three programs: the Palestine Center, the 
Humanitarian Link, and Gallery Al-Quds, a film series, and musical and literary offerings.  

The Palestine Center 

The Palestine Center (formerly the Center for Policy Analysis on Palestine) is the educational 
program of The Jerusalem Fund and was established in 1991 with the goal of educating Americans 
about Palestine and the Palestinians, particularly those living in the occupied Palestinian territory 
(oPt) and surrounding refugee camps in the region. The Palestine Center provides a forum for a 
Palestinian narrative and perspective on the political, social, and economic issues faced by the 
Palestinian people including Israeli apartheid and settler-colonialism, media coverage of Israel 
and Palestine, the right of return, Jerusalem, and U.S. foreign policy in Palestine and the region. 
What we do: 

• Speaking Engagements 

• Annual Events 
• Publications and Online Resources  

• Internship Program 

• Hisham B. Sharabi Memorial Research Library 

Humanitarian Link 

The Humanitarian Link is our community development and humanitarian program, established 
in 1979. The program has extended grants to hospitals, orphanages, clinics, schools, academic 
institutions, and civil society organizations in historical Palestine and surrounding refugee camps, 
to sustain the basic conditions of life in Palestine and to overcome the burdens of Israeli 
occupation. The program expanded in 2009 to support its special project, the Palestine Diabetes 
Institute. The Humanitarian Link is composed of two main projects:  

• Grants: We provide small grants on a quarterly basis for humanitarian assistance and 
community development to Palestinians in the West Bank, Gaza Strip, Jerusalem, Israel, 
and to Palestinian refugees in Syria (when possible) and Lebanon. Funding is made 
possible by donations received from concerned American citizens. 
 



• The Palestinian Diabetes Institute (PDI): Established as a non-governmental 
organization in 2009 and registered with the Palestinian Ministries of Interior and Health 
that same year. The PDI presently has three branches in the West Bank: Al-Bireh (2009), 
Nablus (2013), and Al-Khalil (2016). Noncommunicable diseases/NCD (chronic diseases) 
including diabetes constitute a major challenge to the Palestinian health sector. Diabetes 
is among the leading causes of death among the population. The disease can be managed 
with careful medical treatment and follow-up. However, most Palestinians who suffer 
from diabetes do not have access to affordable treatment and can suffer serious 
complications such as blindness, kidney failure, and circulation problems that lead to 
amputations. The problem is further compounded by the unemployment, poverty, and 
daily stressors brought on by the Israeli occupation that controls all aspects of Palestinian 
life, including travel restrictions and checkpoints. In 2021 alone, the PDI centers reached 
over 10,000 individuals, including children and pregnant women. Similar to our grants, 
funding is made possible by donations received from concerned American citizens.  

Gallery Al-Quds 

In 1998, The Jerusalem Fund initiated a cultural program designed to build bridges of 
understanding to Arab and Palestinian culture through the visual arts, literature, dance, music, 
film, workshops, and other special events. The Gallery is reviving, post-Covid, regular exhibits 
which showcase the contemporary arts of Arab and Arab-American artists. This important 
program builds critical bridges of understanding through the arts and communicates the 
Palestinian story in all of its vibrancy, richness, and splendid cultural heritage. What else we do: 

• Hosting authors, poets, and playwrights. 

• Film series 
• Large-scale and intimate concerts. 

• Interactive educational opportunities such as workshops in Dabke, calligraphy, mosaic, 
and embroidery, among others. 

• The Annual Souk and Olive Harvest Celebration. Held in December. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Conference Agenda 

Time Activity  
  

9: 15 – 9:30 EST Welcoming remarks: Jehad Abusalim, Executive Director, The Jerusalem Fund  
 
Opening remarks: Dr. Subhi Ali, Chairman of the Board of Directors at The Jerusalem Fund   
 
MC: Dr. Eid Mustafa, Treasurer and Vice Chairman of the Board of Directors at The 
Jerusalem Fund   
 

9:30 – 10:15 EST 
 
Q & A:  10:15 – 10:35 
EST 

Panel 1: Nakba at 75   
 

• Ilan Pappe, Director of the European Center for Palestine Studies at the University 
of Exeter. 

• Shawan Jabarin, General Director of Al-Haq since 2006, the first human rights 
organization in the Arab region. 

• Anne Irfan, Lecturer in Interdisciplinary Race, Gender and Postcolonial Studies at 
University College London. 

 
Moderator: Dr. Edmund Ghareeb  
 

10:35 – 10:45 EST Break  
 

10:45 - 11:40 EST 
 
Q & A:  11:40 – 12:00 
EST  

Panel 2: Oslo at 30   

• Zaha Hassan, human rights lawyer and a fellow at the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. 

• Ali Abunimah, Executive Director of The Electronic Intifada, an independent 
publication focused on Palestine. 

• Leila Farsakh, Associate Professor and Chair of political science at the University 
of Massachusetts Boston. 

Moderator: Said Arikat  
 

12 – 1 EST Lunch Break 
 

1:00 – 1:45 EST 
 
Q & A:  1:45 – 2:05 EST 

Panel 3: US Policy   
 

• Josh Ruebner, Director of Government Relations with the Institute for Middle 
East Understanding. 

• Ayah Ziyadeh, Advocacy Director for Americans for Justice in Palestine Action and 
American Muslims for Palestine.  

• Hassan El-Tayyab, Legislative Director for Middle East policy and advocacy 
organizer at Friends Committee on National Legislation. 

 
Moderator:  Jehad Abusalim 
 

2:10 – 2:40 EST Closing remarks: Dr. Subhi Ali, Chairman of the Board of Directors at The Jerusalem Fund 
and space for additional questions/comments.  

  



Presenter Biographies 

 
 
Opening and Closing 
Remarks  

Dr. Subhi Ali is Chairman of the Board. A graduate of Howard University Medical School in 
Washington, DC, his training in General Surgery was completed at Howard University Hospitals, 
where he was appointed as Assistant Professor of Surgery prior to relocating to Waverly, 
Tennessee in 1976, where he serves as Chief of Surgery at Three Rivers Hospital. He is currently 
the President and Treasurer of Howard University’s LaSalle D. Leffall, Jr. Surgical Society 
Foundation. In Tennessee, he has been active in the Tennessee Medical Association (TMA) since 
1980. He served as President of TMA in 2003-04 and chaired the Tennessee Medical Education 
Fund, at where he currently serves as CEO. In 2004, he was appointed by the Governor to the 
Tennessee State Board of Medical Examiners, where he served for 15 years and retired as the 
Chairman in 2019. He is a Fellow of the National Federation of State Medical Boards, where he 
represents the state of Tennessee. Currently, he serves on the boards of several academic and 
professional organizations. He served as the National President of the State Guard Association of 
the United States (SGAUS) from 2000-2001, and President of the SGAUS Foundation and editor 
of the SGAUS journal and website from 2001-2012. He is a retired Brigadier General of the 
Tennessee State Guard Medical Corps where he served as the Surgeon General from 1991-2001 
after serving as Commander of the surgical detachment of the Tennessee Army National Guard. 
He also served on the Advisory board of the Center for the Study of Human Dignity and Ethics in 
Health Care at Aquinas College School of Medical Nursing in Nashville, Tennessee. He was 
appointed to the first board of directors of the Physicians Foundation that was created by the 
United States Court of Appeals in 2003, and currently serves as the Treasurer and Chairman of 
the Finance Committee. 
 

 
 
Master of 
Ceremonies  
 
 
 

Eid B. Mustafa is the Vice-Chairman and Treasurer of the Board. He is an honor graduate of 
Alexandria Medical School. He was trained in general surgery at Howard University in 
Washington, DC, where he received the Resident of the Year award, and attained plastic surgery 
training at Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island. Dr. Mustafa is in private practice in 
Wichita Falls, Texas, where he is chief of plastic surgery at United Regional Health Care System 
and at Kell West Regional Hospital. He served as President of the Wichita County Medical Society, 
Vice President of the Texas Rehabilitation Commission Medical Committee, and as Treasurer, 
Vice President, and President of the National Arab American Medical Association (NAAMA), from 
which he received the NAAMA outstanding physician award. He is a member of many professional 
associations including ACS, ASPS, ASAPS, and TMA. Dr. Mustafa has served as director of 
Physicians for Peace for which he is the founder of its Palestine chapter. He also served as 
President of the North Central Texas Medical Foundation for many years, and is deeply involved 
in medical volunteer work, particularly in Palestine. Additional awards he has received include 
the Americanism award from the Daughters of the American Revolution for his international 
volunteer work and the President’s and Physicians’ Diplomat awards by Physicians for Peace. He 
was recently awarded The International Surgical Volunteerism Award by The American College 
of Surgeons.  
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Panel 1: Nakba at 70 

 
 

Professor Ilan Pappe is the director of the European Center for Palestine Studies at the 
University of Exeter. He received his D. Phil from the University of Oxford.  Until 2007, Pappe 
taught at the university of Haifa, Israel from which he was expelled due to his ideological 
positions. He moved to Exeter where he teaches now at the Institute of Arab and Islamic 
Studies. Pappe wrote 20 books to date, the most famous of them being The Ethnic Cleansing of 
Palestine and On Palestine (jointly with Noam Chomsky). His most recent book is The Biggest 
Prison on Earth: A History of the Israeli Occupation. 

 

Dr Anne Irfan is Lecturer in Interdisciplinary Race, Gender and Postcolonial Studies at 
University College London. She has published several award-winning articles in outlets including 
the Journal of Palestine Studies, Journal of Refugee Studies and Jerusalem Quarterly, as well 
as contributing to The Washington Post, The Nation and Al Jazeera. Anne is the author of Refuge 
and Resistance: Palestinians and the International Refugee System, out now with Columbia 
University Press. 

 
 

Shawan Jabarin has been the General Director of Al-Haq since 2006, the first human rights 
organization in the Arab region. Jabarin received a BA in Sociology from Birzeit University and 
an LLM in International Human Rights Law from the National University of Ireland, Galway. He 
also took part in many graduate and advanced academic programs at Columbia University, USA, 
and the University of Strasbourg, France. In 1987, Jabarin started his career at Al-Haq as a field 
researcher, documenting human rights abuses by the Israeli occupying authorities throughout 
the occupied Palestinian territory. He then shifted to legal research and accepted a leadership 
position in international advocacy. Jabarin served as a part-time lecturer at Birzeit University, 
Palestine. Jabarin participated in numerous international conferences on International Criminal 
Law and Human Rights Law worldwide and received the Distinguished Graduate Award from the 
Irish Centre for Human Rights in 2010. Mr. Jabarin is a Palestinian national and father of four 
children. 
  

Moderator 
 

Dr. Edmund Ghareb is the Senior Scholar at the Palestine Center. An internationally 
recognized expert on the Middle East, Kurds, Iraq, and media issues, Dr. Ghareeb was the first 
Mustafa Barzani Scholar of Global Kurdish Studies at American University. He taught at George 
Washington University, as well as the University of Virginia, Georgetown University in DC and 
Qatar, and McGill University.  
  
He is the author of 12 books on topics such as the Gulf War, Kurds, Iraq media, the new media 
revolution in the Middle East and Arab world, and US media coverage of the Middle East. 
  
He also is a frequent commentator and analyst for numerous outlets including Associated Press, 
BBC, Al Hurra, Al Jazeera and is regularly interviewed by American, European, Arab, and Asian 
media outlets.   
 
 
 
 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcup.columbia.edu%2Fbook%2Frefuge-and-resistance%2F9780231202855&data=05%7C01%7Cmohammad%40thejerusalemfund.org%7C17615c881ba849b809f208dbb91a334c%7Cf0b114f9d45c48b9ab59514fa9578fcd%7C0%7C0%7C638307294462745162%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vDyK89eV72eyWo96sR3t92RzijzUaD5WaqbYS9ll4FI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcup.columbia.edu%2Fbook%2Frefuge-and-resistance%2F9780231202855&data=05%7C01%7Cmohammad%40thejerusalemfund.org%7C17615c881ba849b809f208dbb91a334c%7Cf0b114f9d45c48b9ab59514fa9578fcd%7C0%7C0%7C638307294462745162%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vDyK89eV72eyWo96sR3t92RzijzUaD5WaqbYS9ll4FI%3D&reserved=0


  

Panel 2: Oslo at 30 

 
 

Leila Farsakh is Associate Professor and Chair of political science at the University of 
Massachusetts Boston. She is the author of “Palestinian Labor Migration to Israel: Labour, 
Land, and Occupation” and has published on questions related to the political economy of the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
 

 
 

Ali Abunimah is executive director of The Electronic Intifada, an independent publication 
focused on Palestine, and is the author of two books, “One Country” and “The Battle for Justice 
in Palestine.” 

 
 

Zaha Hassan is a human rights lawyer and a fellow at the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. Her research focus is on Palestine-Israel peace, the use of international 
legal mechanisms by political movements, and U.S. foreign policy in the region. Previously, 
she was the coordinator and senior legal advisor to the Palestinian negotiating team during 
Palestine’s bid for UN membership and was a member of the Palestinian delegation to Quartet-
sponsored exploratory talks between 2011 and 2012. She regularly participates in track II peace 
efforts and is a contributor to The Hill and Haaretz. Her commentaries have appeared in 
the New York Times, Salon, Al Jazeera English, CNN, and others. She holds a JD from the 
University of California, Berkeley, School of Law and an LLM in Transnational and 
International Law from the Willamette University School of Law.  

 

 
Moderator 

 
Said Arikat is a Member of the Palestine Center Committee and the Washington bureau chief 
for the Palestinian newspaper al-Quds, a daily for which he is a writer, columnist, and analyst. 
He previously served as spokesman and director of public information for the United Nations 
Assistance Mission for Iraq and currently teaches as an adjunct professor at American 
University in Washington, DC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Panel 3: Analysis and Action 

 
 

Ayah Ziyadeh is the advocacy director for Americans for Justice in Palestine Action and 
American Muslims for Palestine. She is a Palestinian-American human rights scholar, advocate, 
and writer who has a track record in organizing awareness of Palestine and other crucial human 
rights issues.  Ayah has over 7 years of political and grassroots advocacy and lobbying campaign 
experience. This experience consists of being a legislative staff, a lobbying intern working closely 
with the ACLU, and an organizer working with several different organizations and coalitions, 
providing her with extensive knowledge of all the spaces contributing to policy-making and 
advocacy. Aside from her work, she has completed her master's in International Human Rights 
at the Josef Korbel School of International Relations. Throughout her graduate experience, she 
specialized in Palestinian rights, resistance, and the dynamics of the ethnic cleansing of 
Palestine. She has completed an abundance of research and policy work on the issue. 

 

Josh Ruebner is Director of Government Relations with the Institute for Middle East 
Understanding, and an Adjunct Lecturer in Justice and Peace Studies at Georgetown University. 
He is currently finishing his PhD at the University of Exeter's European Centre for Palestine 
Studies where his dissertation is entitled "A Tragedy of Catastrophic Proportions: The US and 
the Palestinian Nakba, 1947-1950". Ruebner is author of Shattered Hopes: Obama's Failure to 
Broker Israeli-Palestinian Peace and Israel: Democracy or Apartheid State? He is a former 
Analyst in Middle East Affairs at Congressional Research Service. Ruebner holds an MA in 
International Relations from Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies and a BA 
in Political Science and Near East Studies from the University of Michigan.    

 
 

 
Hassan El-Tayyab is an author, songwriter, and legislative director for Middle East policy and 
advocacy organizer at Friends Committee on National Legislation. Hassan leads FCNL’s work to 
end U.S. military involvement in the Saudi-led war on Yemen, advocate for Palestinian human 
rights, and advance diplomacy with Iran. Hassan was honored by Arab America Foundation as 
an awardee of its 2022 “40 under 40” initiative, for his policy work on Capitol Hill. Prior to 
joining FCNL, Hassan served as the co-director of the national advocacy group Just Foreign 
Policy, where he worked to reassert Congressional war authority and promote human rights in 
the Middle East and Latin America. He is frequently invited to guest lecture at colleges and 
universities around the United States on foreign affairs. His writings and commentaries have 
been featured in numerous national and international news outlets, including CNN, BBC World 
News, Politico, the Intercept, and more.  
 
 

 

Jehad Abusalim is the Executive Director of The Jerusalem Fund. He is a PhD Candidate in 
the History and Hebrew and Judaic Studies joint program at New York University. His main area 
of research is Palestinian and Arab perceptions of the Zionist project and the Jewish question 
before 1948. He earned his bachelor’s degree in business administration and Hebrew language 
and teaching methods from Al-Azhar University in Gaza, Palestine. An accomplished speaker 
and writer, Jehad combines his passion for history with his commitment to activism and policy 
change work. Jehad recently edited the book Light in Gaza: Writings Born of Fire published by 
Haymarket Books in 2022. He has been published in Al-Jazeera, the Washington Post, Journal 
of Palestine Studies, the New Arab, Middle East Eye, and Vox, and contributed to the anthology 
Gaza as Metaphor with a chapter entitled “From Fence to Fence: Retelling Gaza’s Story.” 



Moderator 
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PLEASE CONTINUE TO SUPPORT OUR WORK  

The movement for Palestinian liberation is growing. Become a donor today and 
help us continue our critical work. 

DONATE AT 
 

www.thejerusalemfund.org 
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Upcoming Activities 

We are excited to announce some of our upcoming activities and hope that you will 

join us. Please visit our website https://thejerusalemfund.org/ for further details 

or scan QR code below: 

 

 

 
Stay Connected with the Palestine Center 

 

 
@PalestineCenter 
 
 

 
The Jerusalem Fund and Palestine Center 

 
@TheJerusalemFund 

 
The Jerusalem Fund 

 

 
The Jerusalem Fund and Palestine Center 

 
 

 
The Jerusalem Fund 

2425 Virginia Avenue, NW Washington, DC 20037 
Tel. (202) 338-1290  

Website: www.thejerusalemfund.org 
 


